ol G NN - FODDER

B “Woke up this moming/America walking on my face/Fat clothes, slot machines
and students/las Vegas airport all over the place/Closing in like machine gun buzz
saws/hog hounds hot on the chase/Waves of assault of base Americans/the slowest lane
in the human roce/But I still think | had fo come home, here.” —"Litlle Woll*
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{I=r) Paskow, Lionel, Benedictine, Theo, Sean.

The Fuel Within The Fodder

B BY STACEY SANNER

pision Fodder's Amencan
crealor [ lead singer [ -
writer Theo Hakola woke
up one moming and, afier
1.1"-" more than en years
is, found himsell

'h-l-:h home in the United
Stes, living in Los An-
geles, After back for
a year, he Fﬂ.'.ll mare cer-
lain the move was Doces-
sary, but he's still ambiva-
lemt about his country.
“The hate that I feel [Hmmp:hn are

“““ﬁ“"ﬂ“mm“ the

love | feel for this coumntry nz

m fecling about this country is
on the fact that I'm an Ameri-

most of my adult life abroad, but 1 lived
my first 18 years in Spokane, Washing-
ton, and that's aboul s Amencan as
imum;u I like our sysiem. What
m:-mr_l.rl-h-:n.u i5 what we've made of

Moving o Europe for ten year,
lhﬂl;h.mhiilﬂil.:} with how he felt
sbout America snd more to do with the
excilement he had previously experi
enced a5 & forei when, tn 19
age 19, Hakola o go o 5
and England to finish the political
fory degree he had begun at Antioch
College in Ohio. When he later re-
fumed o the Stales snd got setthed in
New York City, be knew he wanted "10
go back and be & foreigner somewhere
glse.” “Jast going 1o buy bread is kind
of an adveniure when you're in a for-

eign country,” he pined. He moved
m::lgrmuzﬂ iput:ﬂ]ﬂ' years there be-
fore coming back o LA, in 1989,

Getting into music, which he did in
France, in 1980 with his firsi band Q-
cheatre Rouge, came after a long. var-
ied list of previous professions which
have mcluded: an line worker
in & Barcelona shop making doll’s eyes:
a translator al various universities; a
lecturer on the h Civil War; a
member of the itﬂml’ml
Democratic Spain, for which he he
kbt 1 American mppnnh:’[
Spanish dictator Franco; a joamalist on
Europesn arts for variows and
American publications; sound and light
technician a2 NYC's Tramps club; a
Dlfprogrammer fproducer fof Pans -
dio stations; and an sctor in the mole of
Aln-'ﬂnﬂl' Joe in H?MT'

pm&:ﬂam‘l a sl

Mohagonny.

After delving into so many fields,
music instially sppeared just another
dabble for I-l-h:n'll.. He ia :r-.up*ud it

ERIC MULET

ook off. So are his parents. “My moth-
er and father might have liked 1o sce
mie go on and get a PhD. in history and
become & college prolesor and work: in
the ivory tower,” he said, *1 never saw
mysell as & singer when | first started.
Even when | stamed minging. | didn'
?_mluu:mﬁd.fpm;msugt—md
orgel about making records,” he eakl,
“[But] working with the first band, Or-
chestre Rouge, the better i the

mg live, W]mwdhd.,“rﬂﬂylurud
cooking mnd having an effect on sodi-
ences, and it kind of became logical 1o
lock for & recording contracL™

The result of his efforts was two
well-received Orchestre Rouge recond-
ings on RCA-France. Though popular
in Europe, the band split u};n m 1983

and Hakols umed o of & Year,
e 3 soto. four song. EP. PASSION
FODDER DE THED HAKDLA, which
was  dintributed Cellulaid in

1984, He gradually developed Passion
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Fodder imo & band by hiring bassisi
Fascal Humbert, guitarist Lionel Dol
let, drommer Jean Yves Tola and vio-
linist Benadicie Yillam. Tt started &s
iy baby, but 11's become a band,” Ha
kola said

Since signing to Beggar's Banguer

= who are “people who really and tru.
ly care about music™ sccording 1o Ha-
kola — making Passion Fodder work
intemabonally meant coming w LA,
and Fansporiing his [our French band
mates with him. “None of tsem had
lived outside of where they're from.
They're adjusting quite well, betier
than | had hoped, LA, is just &2 exotic
and strange & place [as] New York and
Parae,™ ke sasd, “We're oflen Just [ind-
mg things funmy and lsoghing sbout
them — m npecessarily eritically
lluHJamE_ nol savng whai assholes
these Americans mre — just pointing
ol tings and fmding them sort of in-
rguing.

Hakols's band members got their
first “big dose of America™ a few years
ago when the Pans-based Passion Fod-
der crossexd the Atlantic W lour as
apener for Peler Murphy. “"Benadicie
Yillain ook her first arplane of her
life to come and do that towr,™ e said.
“Tt was & kick to see it through these
French people’s eyes. For me st was &




=ning for ancther band, however,
wm‘l favorite thing to do. “1
ﬂl feel hke H‘II:FT mfﬁm ““i
th musically as Peter Murphy, so
thought the same for Peter Murphy's
mudience. But it tuned out well and
went beyond what | expected. From
the very beginning people were ex-
tremely allentive. concert at the
Fillmore in San Francisco ing for
Murphy was still for me one of the best
concerts of my life, including ones
where 500 or 1,000 le are show-
mg up o see us and they know all the
mgi.‘ll

The wor was also America's first
real dose of Passion Fodder's eclectic
blend of music that's been described as
everything from “Take-a-billy cow-
punk™ or “punkabilly,” © “country
manifesto, rock walte, punk bonle-
neck, and chamber anarchy,” sunk in a
“swampdog drawl.” It sounds like a
cowboy's approach to British punk and
siylistically falls somewhere between
the Violenti Femmes and Nick Cave
and the Bad Seads,

Ome listen to the well-crafted lyri
from the cument release, WOKE [P
THIS MORNING snd wous albums
SOFT WORDS FROM A HARD
MOUTH, FAT TUESDAY, and LOVE,
WALTZES AND ANARCHY, reveals
that Passion Fodder is a platform for
- ingly opiti -
tellectual who has a dislike for,

other things, ean dictator
m Benolt Brecht’s womaniz-
g, America’s weatment of Amezican
ﬁll‘l. right-to-lifers, organized relig-
Bl ALTERNATIVE PRESS

ion, Oliver North, and the state of the
States. In "Happy New Yexr™ from
WOKE UP, he sings of his disgust that
“bible-blind and brainless is the ciernal
vogue,” and that, with its religious fun-
wum. the U.5. “looks a lot like

On the Murphy tour, Hakols demon-
strated his opinions by periodically rip-
ping up Gideon Hibles and throwing
the peces mto the sudience. Some au-
diences were amused; others, like the
one in Drange County, California, what
he calls “Reagan country,” weren't. Tt
was after that concert that I got & mes-
sage from people saying they were fol-
lowing the wur and they had bought
our CL¥ and would 1 kindly not
tear up anymore Bibles and then quoted
the Bible to indicate why | shouldn™e It
was sort of like a Marxist rying 10 con-
vince a rabid capitalist that they
shouldn't be & rabid capitalist by quot-
ing the Communist Manifesio,

“So 1 did it again s the San Juan Ca-
pistranc gig just because of this mes-
sapge. | was collecting them [the bibles]
from hotel rooms where wire
placed by Gideons. I thought it was im-
portant not 1o keave them in the rooms
afier they had been placed there. I just

thought it was one more nail in the cof-
fin that is my lovely country and that it
is my duly as an American cititen o
take them away 30 nobody ehic has to
feel that they're being surrounded by
Bibles.™

Even while he's pontificating, Hako-
la iz soft spoken, charming and polite.
He can walk forever about what he
knows, especially about history and
politics, and readily admis what he
doean’t know anyithung sbout, like John
Donne’s poetry, for example. For all
his intellectual loftiness, his writing is
equally influenced by his own lifs ex-
periences. Like many songwrilers he
wriles about love and relationships, but
he also delves info unexpacted nal
subjects like his asthma: “Why do |
have this here curse?/This asthma af-
fiction’ll only rest in the hearse™: and
his dreams: * gh & window in the
kiichen | saw an ex-loverfsreiched

scross the grey sink/Her head
wmummmm:mmy
mother/They held me with their cyes
and implored me not 1o think. I met the
woman of my dreams in & supermarket
uisle/We spent forever looking for a
place to knss/But when [ ri back
my scalp and showed her candes.-

cent grey pile/her singing love choked
and tightened up to & hiss,"”

“The thing that’s strange sbout my
dreams i | can't understand why they
all go back to my youth, 50 many go
back 1o Spokane. | might dream about
Passion Fodder, bt it will be in ridicu-
lous situations. The concen for exam-
ple will be i the park where [ used to
play baseball when | wai eight vears
old or something, and my mother will
be invalved, This business of my moth-
er and my ex-lover's hesd, that is ga-
FOEE, H'f mother said, "How could you
do thar?™™

The fact that he can and does gives
Paszion Fodder's music an emotional
depth and offers so vast an array of sub-
jects for the lyricist, there may be no
end to his musical creativity — unless
he decides w ch course again and
put music on the shelf nexi to all his
other discarded professions. With four
albums, his relocation to L.A. and & Eu-
ropearn/ American tur underway, it ap-
pears his commitment o music wall
stick, bul one can’t be oo sure, He's
Just finished wniting & movel based on
the Zomo legend and is looking for a
publisher. @
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